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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 12/2/2003 and 
1/25/2007. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. 
Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Specification 

2. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: Claims 7, 28, 38, and 54 recite limitations "automatically 
saves said setting upon said shutdown" which does not disclose in the specification. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1,13, 15-17, 19, 32, 44, 46-48, and 60 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Humpleman et al. (Patent # US 6288716). 
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As to claim 1 , Humpleman discloses a system for saving settings of an 
audiovisual system, comprising: 

a first audiovisual device (e.g., DVCR 110; Fig. 1) comprising a setting (e.g., 
controllable functions of DVCR 110) (see col. 6, lines 54-60; col. 8, lines 29-42; col. 10, 
lines 29-31; Fig. 13); 

a second audiovisual device (e.g., DTV 102) communicatively coupled to said 
first audiovisual device (e.g., DVCR 110) (e.g., DTV 102 communicating with DVCR 110 
through 1394 serial bus 114; Fig. 1); 

wherein said second audiovisual device is configured to save said setting of said 
first audiovisual device upon a save event (e.g., saving a Macro to perform all the steps 
for recording a program) (see col. 14, lines 42-62; col. 21, lines 16-49; Fig. 9). 

As to claim 32, Humpleman discloses a method for retaining settings of an 
audiovisual system, comprising: 

obtaining a setting from a first audiovisual device (e.g., controllable functions of 
DVCR 110; Fig. 1), wherein said first audiovisual device (e.g., DVCR 110) is 
communicatively coupled to a second audiovisual device (e.g., DTV 102) (see col. 6, 
line 61 through col. 7, line 20; col. 14, lines 42-62); 

storing said setting to said second audiovisual device upon a save event (e.g., 
saving a Macro to perform all the steps for recording a program) (see col. 14, lines 42- 
62; col. 21, lines 16-49; Fig. 9). 
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As to claims 48 and 60, they contain the limitations of claim 32 and are analyzed 
as previously discussed with respect to claim 32 above. 

As to claim 13, Humpleman discloses the system of claim 1, wherein said second 
audiovisual device is a television set (e.g., DTV 102; Fig. 1) (see col. 6, lines 54-60). 

As to claim 15, Humpleman discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein said first 
audiovisual device is one of a digital video recorder and a digital video player (e.g., 
DVCR 110; Fig. 1) (see col. 6, lines 54-60). 

As to claim 16, Humpleman discloses the system of claim 1, wherein said first 
audiovisual device and said second audiovisual device are communicatively coupled by 
an IEEE 1394 pathway (e.g., 1394 serial bus 114) (see col. 6, lines 42-47). 

As to claim 17, Humpleman discloses the system of claim 1, wherein said setting 
includes a selected input channel associated with said first audiovisual device (e.g., 
DVCR select input source to record programs) (see col. 21, lines 42-46). 

As to claims 19 and 44, they contain the limitations of claim 13 and are analyzed 
as previously discussed with respect to claim 13 above. 
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As to claims 46 and 47, they contain the limitations of claims 15-16 and are 
analyzed as previously discussed with respect to claims 15-16 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2-5, 8-11, 14, 18, 20-26, 30-31, 33-36, 39-42, 45, 49-52, 55-58, and 61- 
64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Humpleman et al. 
(Patent # US 6288716) in view of Kamieniecki (Pub # US 2003/0066080). 

As to claim 18, Humpleman discloses an audiovisual host device, comprising: 

an interface for communicatively coupling to an audiovisual device (e.g., devices 
in Fig. 1 communicating with other devices through communication layers 152-164; Fig. 
2), wherein said audiovisual device includes a setting (e.g., controllable functions) (see 
col. 6, lines 54-60; col. 8, lines 29-42; col. 10, lines 29-31; Fig. 13); 

a computer-readable medium (e.g., memory) (see col. 21, lines 30-35); 

receive said setting from said interface upon a save event (e.g., saving a Macro 
to perform all the steps for recording a program) (see col. 14, lines 42-62; col. 21, lines 
16-49; Fig. 9); 
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store said setting to said computer-readable medium upon said save event (e.g., 
save Macro in memory); 

Humpleman does not specifically disclose the host device comprising a 
processor. 

Kamieniecki discloses a processor (e.g., controller 220) communicatively coupled 
to said interface (e.g., communicating with network 130; Fig. 1 and 2) and said 
computer-readable medium (e.g., memory 245) (see paragraph 0034, 0041); 

wherein said processor is configured to: 

recall said setting from said computer-readable medium upon a restore 

event (e.g., retrieved setting from memory; Fig. 4, step 492) (see paragraph 

0058); 

communicate said recalled setting to said interface upon said restore 
event, wherein said recalled setting is configured to be restored to said 
audiovisual device (e.g., user select restoration option; Fig. 4, steps 490-498) 
(see paragraph 0058). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to a processor as taught by Kamieniecki to the home 
network control system of Humpleman in order to have a single arrangement that can 
set-up a variety of electronic devices from different manufacturers without having to 
know how to program the device (see paragraph 0015). 

As to claim 64, Humpleman discloses a system comprising: 
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a network of interconnected audiovisual devices (e.g., devices in Fig. 1) including 
a host device (e.g., DTV 102; Fig.1) and a plurality of audiovisual devices (e.g., DVCR 
110, DVD 108), wherein said plurality of audiovisual devices includes a plurality of 
settings (see col. 6, lines 54-60; col. 8, lines 29-42; col. 10, lines 29-31; Fig. 11 and 13); 

a connection medium (e.g., 1394 serial bus 114) configured to carry a 
communication associated with said plurality of settings between said plurality of 
audiovisual devices and said host device (e.g., transmitting control object from 
controlled device to control device) (see col. 5, lines 24-29; col. 8, lines 29-42); 

Humpleman does not specifically disclose recalling settings of audiovisual 
devices, a remote control. 

Kamieniecki discloses recalling settings of audiovisual devices e.g., user select 
restoration option; Fig. 4, steps 490-498) (see paragraph 0058); 

a remote control device (e.g., remote control 110; Fig. 1) configured to 
communicate a save event (e.g., using memory 245 for storing setting) and a restore 
event to said host device (e.g., retrieved setting from memory upon restoration 
command; Fig. 4, steps 490-492) (see paragraph 0041, 0058); 

wherein said host device is configured to save said plurality of settings upon said 
save event and to restore said plurality of settings upon said restore event (e.g., 
retrieved setting from memory upon restoration command; Fig. 4, steps 490-492) (see 
paragraph 0041, 0058). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to a remote control as taught by Kamieniecki to the home 
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network control system of Humpleman in order to have a single arrangement that can 
set-up a variety of electronic devices from different manufacturers without having to 
know how to program the device (see paragraph 0015). 

As to claim 2, Kamieniecki discloses a remote control device (e.g., remote control 
110; Fig. 1) configured to communicate said save event to said second audiovisual 
device (e.g., set-up device) (see paragraph 0025). 

As to claim 3, Humpleman discloses save event (e.g., saving a Macro to perform 
all the steps for recording a program) (see col. 14, lines 42-62; col. 21, lines 16-49; Fig. 

9); 

Kamieniecki discloses an actuation of a control on said remote control device 
(e.g., press a key on remote to send commands) (see paragraph 0063-0065). 

As to claim 4, Kamieniecki discloses wherein said actuation includes actuating a 
button for a predetermined amount of time (e.g., press a key on remote for 
predetermined time period to send commands) (see paragraph 003 and 0063-0065). 

As to claim 5, Humpleman discloses a selected channel of audiovisual 
programming is saved upon said actuation (e.g., saving a Macro to perform all the steps 
for recording a program which includes saving channel 2 for recording) (see col. 14, 
lines 42-62; col. 21, lines 16-49; Fig. 9). 
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As to claim 8, Kamieniecki discloses wherein said second audiovisual device is 
configured to restore said setting of said first audiovisual device upon a restore event 
(e.g., retrieved setting from memory upon restoration command; Fig. 4, steps 490-492) 
(see paragraph 0041, 0058). 

As to claim 9, Kamieniecki discloses a remote control device (e.g., remote control 
110; Fig. 1) configured to communicate said restore event to said second audiovisual 
device (e.g., retrieved setting from memory upon restoration command; Fig. 4, steps 
490-492) (see paragraph 0041, 0058). 

As to claim 10, Kamieniecki discloses wherein said restore event includes an 
actuation of a control on same said remote control device (e.g., press a key on remote 
to send commands) (see paragraph 0063-0065). 

As to claim 1 1 , Humpleman discloses a saved channel of audiovisual 
programming (e.g., saving a Macro to perform all the steps for recording a program 
which includes saving channel 2 for recording) (see col. 14, lines 42-62; col. 21, lines 
16-49; Fig. 9). 

Kamieniecki discloses restore event upon an actuation (e.g., press a key on 
remote to send commands) (see paragraph 0063-0065) 



Application/Control Number: 10/727,134 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2623 

j 

As to claim 14, Kamieniecki discloses the second audiovisual device is a set-top 
box (see paragraph 0035; Fig. 3). 

As to claims 20 and 45, they contain the limitations of claim 14 and are analyzed 
as previously discussed with respect to claim 14 above. 

As to claims 21-23, 33-35, 49-51, and 61, they contain the limitations of claims 3- 
5 and are analyzed as previously discussed with respect to claims 3-5 above. 

As to claims 24-25, 40-41 , 56-57, and 63, they contain the limitations of claims 
10-1 1 and are analyzed as previously discussed with respect to claims 10-1 1 above. 

As to claim 26, Kamieniecki discloses the audiovisual host device of claim 18, 
further comprising a remote control (RC) interface (e.g., IR receiver 262; Fig. 2) 
communicatively coupled to said processor (e.g., bus 247), wherein said RC interface is 
configured to receive a signal representative of said save event or said restore event 
from a remote control device (see paragraph 0041, 0059). 

As to claim 30, Kamieniecki discloses the audiovisual host device of claim 18, 
further comprising a control communicatively (e.g., IR receiver 262; Fig. 2) coupled to 
said processor, wherein at least one of said save event and said restore event includes 
an actuation of said control (see paragraph 0059). 
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As to claim 31, Humpleman discloses the audiovisual host device of claim 18, 
further comprising a programming interface (e.g., 1394 serial bus 114) configured to 
receive an audiovisual programming signal from a source (see col. 6, lines 42-47). 

As to claims 36, 42, 52 and 58, Humpleman discloses a saved channel of 
audiovisual programming (e.g., saving a Macro to perform all the steps for recording a 
program which includes saving channel 2 for recording) (see col. 14, lines 42-62; col. 
21, lines 16-49; Fig. 9) 

Kamieniecki discloses receiving a signal representative of said save event from a 
remote control device (e.g., a IR signal representing command sent from remote 
control), wherein said remote control device is configured to communicate to said 
second audiovisual device (see paragraph 0041, 0058). 

As to claims 39, 55, and 62, Kamieniecki discloses recalling said setting from 
said second audiovisual device upon a restore event; and restoring said recalled setting 
to said first audiovisual device upon said restore event (e.g., retrieved setting from 
memory upon restoration command; Fig. 4, steps 490-492) (see paragraph 0041, 
0058). 
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7. Claims 6-7, 37-38, and 53-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Humpleman et al. (Patent # US 6288716) in view of Kearns (Patent # 
US 6072535). 

As to claim 6, Humpleman discloses a first audiovisual device (e.g., DVCR 110; 
Fig. 1) and a second audiovisual device (e.g., DTV 102) (see col. 6, lines 54-60; col. 8, 
lines 29-42; col. 10, lines 29-31; Fig. 13); 

Humpleman does not disclose shutdown first and second devices. 

Kearns discloses shutdown a device (e.g., using remote control button 26 to turn 
off TV) (see col. 4, lines 35-40; Fig. 2). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to a remote control as taught by Kearns to the home 
network control system of Humpleman in order to provide menu support of channel lists 
and television settings such as television control options, sidebox edit options, user 
created channel list options, and password related security options (see col. 2, lines 22- 
25). 

As to claim 7, both Humpleman and Kearns fail to disclose saves setting upon 
shutdown. 

Official Notice is taken that a device automatically saves setting upon shutdown 
which is well known in the art (e.g., turn on a television, the channel displaying is the 
same channel when last time turn off). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have automatically saves setting upon shutdown to the 
home network control system of Humpleman in order to provide a convenient system for 
user to watch television without change channel. 

As to claims 37-38 and 53-54, they contain the limitations of claims 6-7 and are 
analyzed as previously discussed with respect to claims 6-7 above. 

8. Claims 12, 27-29, 43, and 59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Humpleman et al. (Patent # US 6288716) in view of Kamieniecki 
(Pub # US 2003/0066080), and further in view of Kearns (Patent # US 6072535). 

As to claim 12, Kamieniecki discloses restore event (e.g., retrieved setting from 
memory upon restoration command; Fig. 4, steps 490-492) (see paragraph 0041, 
0058). 

Both Humpleman and Kamieniecki fail to disclose power up a device. 

Kearns discloses power-up of a device (e.g., using remote control button 24 to 
turn on TV) (see col. 4, lines 35-40; Fig. 2). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to a remote control as taught by Kearns to the home 
network control system of Humpleman in order to provide menu support of channel lists 
and television settings such as television control options, sidebox edit options, user 
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created channel list options, and password related security options (see col. 2, lines 22- 
25). 

As to claims 29, 43, and 59, they contain the limitations of claim 12 and are 
analyzed as previously discussed with respect to claim 12 above. 

As to claim 27, Humpleman discloses a first audiovisual device (e.g., DVCR 1 10; 
Fig. 1) and a second audiovisual device (e.g., DTV 102) (see col. 6, lines 54-60; col. 8, 
lines 29-42; col. 10, lines 29-31; Fig. 13); 

Both Humpleman and Kamieniecki fail to disclose shutdown first and second 
devices. 

Kearns discloses shutdown a device (e.g., using remote control button 26 to turn 
off TV) (see col. 4, lines 35-40; Fig. 2). 

As to claim 28, Humpleman, Kamieniecki, and Kearns fail to disclose saves 
setting upon shutdown. 

Official Notice is taken that a device automatically saves setting upon shutdown 
which is well known in the art (e.g., turn on a television, the channel displaying is the 
same channel when last time turn off). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have automatically saves setting upon shutdown to the 
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home network control system of Humpleman in order to provide a convenient system for 
user to watch television without change channel. 



Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Fukuda et al. (Pub # US 2005/0172332 A1) is cited to teach remote control home 
network devices. 

Zigmond et al. (Pub # US 2005/0035846 A1) is cited to teach programmable 
remote control for home devices. 

Shinyagaito et al. (Patent # US RE 37000) is cited to teach remotely controlling 
devices in home network. 



Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jun Fei Zhong whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1708. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 7:30-5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on 571-272-7304. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

* 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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11/19/2007 
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